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Dedication 

This book is dedicated to a wonderful author and friend Sir Arthur C. 
Clarke, he is deeply missed. Though he never believed in Faces on 
Mars, he inspired many of my ideas. Also I dedicate this to Carl Sagan, 
who inspired me to search for extraordinary evidence to back up these 
extraordinary claims. 
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Introduction  

I started investigating this subject in 1993, since then the amount of 
evidence has increased and so I have moved toward a more detailed 
hypothesis. Hopefully this book will present a compelling case that some 
of these formations may be artificial. The title of the book òWhy we must 
go to Marsó is provocative, but it is true for many reasons. We must go to 
Mars one day, to colonize it and as a springboard to go to the other 
planets and the stars. One day perhaps there will be a billion people living 
on Mars and the wealth in minerals there may rival that of Earth. This 
book is mainly concerned with another reason why we must go to Mars, 
that there may be ancient artifacts there from another sentient race. The 
exploration of these possible artifacts I believe can only be good for 
humanity; if they are real then they may impel us to do what we should 
have done already, form a colony on Mars and start turning it into a 
livable environment.  

Nowadays the idea of alien civilizations is more plausible with the 
discovery of many planets around nearby starsi including oneii in a 
habitable zone. The main theory proposed here is that our solar system 
was visited by aliens perhaps over a billion years ago. In my opinion this is 
the most logical interpretation of the evidence though there is a small 
possibility sentient life may have evolved on Mars. This might have 
occurred during a short time frame when the climate was hospitable to 
life, perhaps with the aid of panspermiaiii bringing advanced DNA from 
Earth to accelerate this process. In this book I will present some evidence 
based in the Kingõs Valley with the best known anomaly being the 
Crowned Face, one of the Faces on the cover of this book. I compare this 
to two other well-known Martian faces, namely the Cydonia Face and the 
Meridiani Face discovered by Terry James. I also examine the idea of 
whether hypothetical aliens could travel from another star to visit our 
solar system, whether it was possible or desirable for aliens to make a trip 
to come here, or whether they might have sent an Artificially Intelligentiv 
probe capable of starting a colony. Other books will cover over 15 
different areas with possible artifacts on Mars including the well-known 
Cydonia region. Because of the need to split up the large amount of 
evidence into several books it will seem fragmented at times, for example 
in this book I try and explain the most likely scenario according to the 
evidence but much of this evidence will be in future books.  

In this book I also examine the pros and cons of researching these 
hypothetical ruins on Mars, for example if they do exist then what are the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sentience
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anomaly
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benefits to us to go and look at them. Much of this argument will be 
similar to that about Martian colonization generally, many feel that the 
expense outweighs the possible benefits and some will no doubt believe 
that we donõt really need to go and look at alien artifacts on Mars whether 
they exist or not. I also look at a landing site near the Kingõs Valley and 
how such an expedition and eventual colony of Mars for archeological 
purposes could be mounted. This expedition is initially set near the 
Crowned Face to explain some of the goals and pitfalls in such an 
endeavor but in later books I will examine landing sites near other 
anomalies. Currently I see 15 formations on Mars with a good potential 
for being artificial in that natural explanations seem to be unlikely or 
impossible.  

Methodology is also discussed, how the images taken of these sites and 
others can be analyzed accurately including some of the most common 
mistakes in how photo compression can distort features and make them 
seem more artificial. Also an explanation is given of how this data can be 
falsified, so that the objective can be not to prove artificiality which is 
nearly impossible from photos but to disprove natural ways these 
anomalies could have been formed. This makes it much easier because we 
can use our knowledge of geology to explain many odd features as natural 
and to exclude others from being naturally formed which would make 
them artificial. It also helps to reduce our reliance on the visual impact of 
these formations, merely arguing that because some formations look 
artificial then they must be. Many things in nature appear to be artificial 
by accident, such as when we sometimes see faces in cloudsv. On the 
other hand some objects on Mars do seem extremely unlikely to be 
formed randomly like faces in clouds; I then try to exclude this possibility 
by examining recurring patterns in these formations. It is more unlikely 
for the same kinds of artificial patterns to repeat over and over such as 
Faces there having similarities to each other. We might see faces in clouds 
but rarely the same face over and over yet on Mars there are similarities 
between the Faces there which imply a common template in their 
formation. 

Another problem that often arises with this research is the evidence 
doesnõt fit well with peopleõs preconceptions of what alien ruins should 
look like. This may have been influenced by science fictionvi notably 2001: 
A Space Odyssey where a technologically superior artifact is found on the 
Moon. However just because the first artifacts we have found are very 
simple such as Faces doesnõt mean there arenõt ones there with higher 
technology. We simply have found so far what is easiest to see in photos 
from an orbiting camera, the great age of these possible artifacts might 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falsifiability
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also ensure that anything made of metal hundreds of millions of years ago 
has long since disappeared. If a billion years after humanity became 
extinct someone took photos of the Earth from orbit whatever was left 
would give a highly misleading idea of our civilization as well. 

I also try and construct a more precise model of what may have happened 
to the builders of these Faces, the evidence tends to point to an alien 
visitation in the remote past but could also possibly include the evolution 
of an indigenous species. The latter seems highly unlikely when we look at 
Mars today but this life may have become extinct a billion years ago, 
perhaps from the Hellas impact as a planet killer. If so then evidence of 
previous life there might not be able to be found except with a manned 
expedition looking for fossils. More evidence for this will be in a later 
book but basically the most likely theory is that a billion or more years ago 
aliens or an artificially intelligent probe arrived in our solar system. They 
terraformedvii Mars with meteor impacts and created some of the well-
known geological features there as a by-product of these impacts heating 
up the planet such as Valles Marinerisviii, Tharsisix, and ice deposits from 
former poles where the Martian Roversx are now. They may also have 
helped to terraform our own planet Earth and seeded it with their own 
DNA. This might explain why the Faces look somewhat like humans; we 
may have evolved from the same DNA. 

This possible terraforming on Mars would have been started by aiming a 
meteor at the South Pole in the Argyre impact which created floods, rivers 
and melted a large sea in the Northern Lowlandsxi. It also melted the 
frozen atmosphere at the Poles increasing the air pressure so the water 
would stay liquid and form clouds and rain. Over a long period of time 
this caused the Poles of Mars to move in a wide arc to their present day 
position, this movement mostly across the current equator of Mars. This 
spread water over many areas, kept the atmosphere from refreezing and 
presumably allowed much of it to be temporarily converted to Oxygen 
which would not refreeze while volcanoes create by the impacts added 
CO2 and other gases to the atmosphere making it thicker. The outpouring 
of magmaxii heated up Mars and because the volcanoes were near the 
Poles by design they melted ice and the atmosphere to maintain the 
shallow oceans and atmospheric pressure. Over time this terraforming 
wore off and the Hellasxiii impact may have been an attempt to restart it, 
or it could have been a random planet killer that ended the lives of the 
colonialists or the indigenous Martians if they evolved there. Then the 
planet would have cooled over many millions of years, the atmosphere 
returned to mostly CO2 to freeze at the Poles again and Mars became the 
apparently lifeless planet we see today. Any life introduced there or having 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellas_Planitia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artificially_intelligent
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evolved would have been covered up by volcanic flows or organic 
compounds destroyed by radiationxiv removing all traces of it. The 
geological evidence for this polar wander is in the Appendix in a chapter 
called A History of Mars. Itõs likely this scenario happened but it is 
impossible to prove that it was initiated by visiting aliens. It was very 
convenient though and the positions of many of these anomalies make it 
more likely they were being built not long after this warming of Mars 
began. 

The possible colonisation of Mars is hard to estimate in size but was likely 
quite small, perhaps less than a hundred thousand humanoids at its height 
because of the small number of buildings and monuments. At some stage 
this colony probably failed perhaps because the environment was too 
toxicxv, the radiation was too dangerous because of a lack of a Martian 
magnetic fieldxvi, or impacts such as Hellas killed the inhabitants. The 
possible reasons aliens would build Faces are many, for example for 
religious reasons or to honour leaders like we did with Mount 
Rushmorexvii. I use the idea that these Faces would likely have common 
themes to exploit similarities between the Faces as evidence for 
artificiality; a symbolic representation of using Dual Faces seems to recur 
at three sites namely the Kingõs Valley, Cydonia, and the Face at 
Meridiani.  

The likeness between us and the Martian faces implies a similar DNA, so 
they may have seeded our own planet with their own life, our DNA may 
have come from the remnants of a second failed colony here on Earth, or 
perhaps panspermia of life coming here from Mars on meteorites 
eventually brought this alien DNA here and we evolved from it. It is 
possible then that we are descended from these aliens, that an early 
evolving race seeded itself to many other planets with their own life 
signature for eventual colonization.  It may then be similar to our own 
plans of colonizationxviii, Bracewell probes may have been sent out to 
many planets by these hypothetical aliens to terraform them, some of 
these inevitably would have failed and perhaps Mars was one of these 
failures. NASA has plans to do something similar when the technology is 
available, namely to send out in to interstellar space probes with artificial 
intelligence and a payload of DNA in the form of plant and animal life. 
Such a probe would attempt to seed other planets in this way so that by 
the time we could get there the probes would have created a suitable 
ecosystem for us to live in. 

The probe sent to us, assuming it existed, was probably directed by 
Artificial Intelligence because it would probably be too difficult to travel 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panspermia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bracewell_probe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypothetical
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between stars with a manned ship. People would be too heavy to 
accelerate to a significant fraction of the speed of light to make the 
journey and also they would be too difficult to keep alive for possibly 
centuries of space travel. This would also explain the lack of signs of more 
recent visitation, a random probe might not have been able to signal its 
success to its makers or the aliens that sent the probes may have died out 
in the enormous amount of time between this event and the current day. 
It would be virtually impossible to move a civilization away from danger 
such as nearby supernovae or a changing sun, perhaps they knew their 
civilization was doomed and sent out probes to continue their civilization 
in some way. Because this is so long ago itõs likely the original civilization 
is extinct, run out of resources and confined to its own planet, otherwise 
it would be so advanced we would see signs of it with SETIxix. The 
reasons for aliens visiting us or sending probes to our solar system are 
pure speculation of course, I am just pointing out that there are some 
plausible reasons why this might happen. 

Such a hypothesis is quite startling, the evidence is still thin but the proof 
is arguably there. Because this proof is barely sufficient in my opinion it 
must be carefully laid out, the format of this book is more like a forensic 
attempt to prove a difficult crime like Sherlock Holmes. Small pieces of 
evidence are often highly significant and can often be impossible to form 
geologically, it is necessary then to look at small details to prove this case. 
It would be ideal if some artefact was found that was so compelling that 
all doubts were laid to rest, this hasnõt happened and it may never happen. 
So it is important to look at the evidence more deeply because if we send 
a manned mission to these sites 50 years late then we may deeply regret 
looking at the evidence so frivolously now. Now is the time to decide how 
credible this evidence is, then additional images of these areas can be 
taken to get further proof and robotic rovers sent to these sites. 

This book will also present a case as to why artefacts on Mars would be a 
good reason for us to establish a colony there and do archaeological 
research on these formations. For example there may be technological 
knowledge we can learn from their builders such as how to travel faster 
than the speed of light, they may show where they came from so we can 
try to contact them, and we may be able to terraform Mars the same way 
if we study the geology there or we find a historical record of how they 
did it. There are also possible dangers in this exploration as has been 
theorized in science fiction, the faces could be a honeypotxx which cause 
us to try and contact someone who then attacks us. At worst we would be 
colonizing Mars sooner which can only benefit the human race over time, 
eventually there might be a billion people living there. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supernova
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artifact_%28archaeology%29
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It may also be none of this evidence turns out to be artificial, I believe this 
book proves artificiality but I may be wrong. This can only be finally 
determined by sceptical but fair analysis of this evidence. I simply believed 
after 17 years of research that a sufficient amount of evidence had been 
accumulated by me and others to present to the reader to make up their 
own mind. Extraordinary claims can require extraordinary evidencexxi but 
it should be remembered that Carl Saganxxii himself, the originator of this 
saying, also theorized about aliens visiting our solar system in the past. 
Really no one knows how likely such a thing could be, we mainly tend to 
think of this as almost impossible because of the vast distances and time 
involved in such a journey. With the discovery of so many planets around 
other stars the motivation of aliens to visit other worlds is likely to match 
our own desires to colonize other stars. If we can imagine visiting other 
worlds then it is likely aliens somewhere would also conceive of this, and 
maybe they did.  

There is little point for mainstream science to be hostile to the 
possibilities described here. If none of these formations turn out to be 
artificial they still create a lot of interest in going to Mars, which can only 
help science in its goal to expand from Earth to other planets and the 
stars. If these formations are artificial they would create unprecedented 
opportunities and funding for science, the urge to create a colony on Mars 
to investigate them might be irresistible. There is little evidence of public 
hostility to the idea of extra-terrestrialxxiii life according to the reactions 
from people in the search for extra-solar planets. The opportunities for 
scientists on Mars would be vast, such as in geology, archaeology, mining, 
agriculture, etc. If this alien terraforming theory is correct we could 
transform Mars like they did, perhaps making parts of Mars able to 
support life within a hundred years. 

In a sense the ability of mainstream science to theorize about alien 
visitation has been corrupted by the nature of the evidence. If there had 
never been any such evidence uncovered and no evidence of UFOs it 
would be natural for scientists to consider the idea of artefacts in our solar 
system hypothetically, for example Arthur C. Clarke wrote about this in 
2001: A Space Odyssey and this was well received by scientists. The 
fringexxiv of science often has many theories; some can be vindicated over 
time and become part of the mainstream while others become discredited. 
Often the mainstreamxxv is forced into the position of rebutting poorly 
tested and deliberately faked evidence and this tends to make more 
legitimate and honest evidence look bad. For example when someone 
fakes crop circles and UFO images then it tends to cast a shadow over the 
more sensible idea of aliens wanting to visit and colonize other planets. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_C._Clarke
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However it is one thing to agree that aliens might want to visit other 
worlds but quite another to prove they visited our own. 

There is still a distinct possibility that all the evidence in this book is just 
natural formations, that there are no alien ruins on Mars at all. Over 17 
years I have tried to discard dubious or ambiguous evidence but it is still 
quite possible that chance could have created these formations though I 
consider this to be highly unlikely. There should not be a rush to 
judgement for or against this book, it is good to be sceptical not only of 
the evidence for artificiality but also of poorly thought out explanations 
that faces on Mars can form naturally just because people see faces in 
clouds or on pieces of toast.  If there are no faces on Mars then this book 
might well end up as no more than a hopefully entertaining work of 
science fiction. I have tried to present the evidence here honestly because 
I believe it deserves to be discussed, many of the ideas can seem 
ridiculous but they are also things that could have happened as 
mainstream science would admit. I would also urge people to see this as 
an attempt to logically investigate the concept of xenoarcheologyxxvi, the 
study of alien ruins, in a scientific way. 

The purpose of this series of books is to prove the artificiality of at least 
one of these formations, it is therefore not important if some or even 
most of them turn out to be natural formations. If one is artificial, for 
example one Face then the books will have achieved their aim.  
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Chapter One 
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A history of  my Martian artefact research 

 

I found the Crowned Face on 9th July 2000; it was first imaged by the 
Mars Orbiter Camera  in June 1999. It is shown in Figure 1; you can look 
at it yourself by following this link:  

http://www.msss.com/moc_gallery/ab1_m04/images/M0203051.html 

 

Figure 1 

At the time images were usually embargoed for 6 months or more before 
being released to the public, this was to give some planetary scientists time 
to write peer reviewed papers on geological formations found. Usually the 
new images would be released in bulk at the Malin Space Systems website 
and then various researchers would go through them. I started doing this 
around 1994 after seeing photos of the Cydonia Face. I then looked at 
most of the photos from the Mars Global Surveyor when they were 
released to look for other possible artefacts, but also because it was such a 
wonderful experience to look at another planet like this. Over this time I 
found a lot of interesting possible artefacts which I published on my 

http://mpfwww.jpl.nasa.gov/mgs/sci/moc/moc.html
http://www.msss.com/moc_gallery/ab1_m04/images/M0203051.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planetary_science
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peer_review
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geological_formation
http://www.msss.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mars_Global_Surveyor
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website ultor.org, the name Ultor being the Roman God of Mars. Other 
images that seemed to be natural geology I published on another website 
harmakhis.org. I also have a website on the enigmatic Martian Spider 
formations at martianspiders.com. All might be worth looking at for new 
images and possible artefacts I post there. 

I still remember finding the Crowned Face in Figure 1 as stunning, the 
shock in seeing how face like it was after having spent thousands of hours 
of looking at mostly natural geology with a few interesting formations. At 
the time the Cydonia Face had been reimaged and to many people this 
made it seem less likely to be artificial. I disagreed with this, I thought that 
many features could be falsified as naturally formed, i.e. that natural 
geological processes could not make the Cydonia Face. However it was 
understandable for many people to become disheartened by itxxvii. 
Looking for possibly artificial structures on Mars has always been a 
frustrating experience where it was never certain if it was a total waste of 
time or not. My view was that Mars was so interesting geologically that the 
time looking at images was well spent even if nothing artificial looking 
was found. This attitude probably stopped me from becoming 
disheartened and giving up long before this. Looking at so many pictures 
also paid off to some degree when I was looking at the South Pole of 
Mars and saw photo M0804688, the first and most impressive image of 
the Martian Spiders. These spiders can be seen on my website 
martianspiders.com, in an upcoming book I will discuss all the different 
types, the controversies that arose from their similarities to vegetation, 
how Arthur C. Clarke became interested in them, how I co-wrote a peer 
reviewed paperxxviii on the spiders, and a proposed solution to how they 
are formed.  

 As more photos were taken by the Mars Orbiter Camera more artificial 
looking formations came to be discovered by myself and other 
researchers, so the case for artificiality on Mars seesawed as more of these 
other anomalies were found while Cydonia was being reimaged. Many 
formations appeared much more natural lookingxxix than expectedxxx such 
as the D&M Pyramid and the Fort. Many people expected them to look 
very artificial like constructed buildings we might see in one of our own 
cities and were very disappointed by the scarcity of evidence for 
artificiality. Discussions on the subject took place on several forums on 
the Internet, often these became very heated which is usually the case 
when there is little evidence but fixed opinions on both sides. The 
sceptics generally believed the reimaging of the Cydonia area closed the 
case on artificial formations on Marsxxxi, according to them there werenõt 
any. The illusion that there was a face on Mars was said to be caused by 

http://www.ultor.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultor
http://www.harmakhis.org/
http://www.msss.com/moc_gallery/m07_m12/images/M08/M0804688.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_C._Clarke
http://www.msss.com/all_projects/mgs-mars-orbiter-camera.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anomaly
http://www.mactonnies.com/dmphotos.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skepticism
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the low resolution of the original Viking images of the area, this allowed 
people to imagine features that werenõt really there in the shadows. This is 
called pareidolia and people are said to be hard wired to do this, we 
evolved for example to see animals partially hidden in vegetation. The 
theory is this ability is useful in nature but when we are exposed to too 
many random patterns we begin to see things that arenõt really there 
because the mind keeps trying to find something in this randomness. This 
may be why people become gamblers for example; they believe they can 
see patterns in cards, horse racing, roulette, etc. However sometimes there 
are real patterns in data that are hard to find and prove, this is how 
scientific research progresses. 

 

Figure 2 

This was one of two images of Cydonia taken by Viking which showed the Face there. 
Even in retrospect it seems entirely reasonable for people to point out the obvious, that it 
looks like a face and that we didnõt build it. The lack of additional knowledge caused 
speculation about this to rage until the area was reimaged by the Mars Orbital 
Camera, the result was Figure 3 below. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pareidolia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viking_program
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Figure 3 

Comparing the two images of the face it becomes obvious that the mind anticipated 
features that were not there in real life. However this disappointment may have obscured 
many artificial looking aspects which will be analysed in an upcoming book.  

 One problem with this kind of research is that people develop an 
intuition after looking at tens of thousands of images of Mars and an 
artificial looking formation stands out in ways that is hard to explain or 
justify logically. This of course was not considered real evidence by the 
sceptics who considered researchers merely had an overactive imagination 
or were charlatans. With the trading of insults the two sides developed a 
rift that persists to this day, it is rare for the two sides to discuss the 
subject calmly and logically. In my view sceptics have generally done 
science a disservice with their attitude to this subject usually restricting 
their input to applying the Giggle Test, i.e. if it seems funny to them then 
it is not real. Usually however science evolves through discoveries that 
would seem funny to scientists in the past, Quantum Mechanics would 
have seemed absurd to physicists in the nineteenth century. The idea of 
this and future books is to try and present the evidence not as a polemic 
to try and convince people and hide all the weak points of the case, but to 
show that there exists quite compelling evidence and let the reader make 
up his own mind.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polemic
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Soon after I discovered the Crowned Face I posted it to a forum on 
SPSR, which is an organization I joined devoted to looking for signs of 
xenoarcheology, or as it describes the subject, Planetary SETI. It has tried 
to focus on publishing peer reviewed scientific articles on various Martian 
anomalies and debating their merits in private. Often this enabled 
discussions to be more productive because to publically advocate artificial 
structures on Mars was considered to be detrimental to anyoneõs career in 
planetary science. SPSR does not endorse this book in any way; it does 
not endorse the publications of its members. The Crowned Face became 
well known to a lot of people around the world because of a press 
conference given by Tom van Flandern of SPSR who passed away a few 
years ago, the conference is seen here: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5u-20g7Bwdw 

 This gave the face an international exposure; it was shown on Good 
Morning America, Regis Philby, London Daily Mail, the BBC, and CBS-
TV.  Fox included it in a half hour special on UFOs and related subjects 
where the reaction to it seemed to be the same mix of scepticism and 
enthusiasm that were found on forums on the subject. It was also in the 
New York Post.  

Initially the name King Face was suggested by Tom van Flandern because 
of the obvious crown on the Face, but many researchers thought the face 
seemed feminine so Tom van Flandern then suggested the more 
androgynous Crowned Face name. I coined the name Kingõs Valley 
because of their being several crowned faces there in a valley. The huge 
amount of media interest was interesting because it showed that enough 
people found it visually convincing to create a viral experience in the 
media and on the Internet, but also that it was so face like they would try 
to determine its gender. Of course if the face was real we have no way of 
knowing if the original model for the face was male or female, or even if 
the aliens or indigenous Martians had different sexes. Often with Martian 
anomalies there is a large difference of opinion from sceptics and cynics 
who claim not to see anything to more suggestible people who claim to 
see far too much in natural geology.  

The area was first imaged here: 

http://www.msss.com/moc_gallery/ab1_m04/images/M0203051.html 

http://spsr.utsi.edu/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xenoarchaeology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Van_Flandern
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5u-20g7Bwdw
http://www.msss.com/moc_gallery/ab1_m04/images/M0203051.html
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After this the Kingõs Valley was reimaged by Malin Space Science System 
here: 

http://www.msss.com/moc_gallery/ab1_m04/images/M0303483.html 

This only shows part of the Crowned Face but shows other possibly 
artificial formations in the Kingõs Valley, discussed later in this book. 
Then the valley was reimaged again here: 

http://www.msss.com/moc_gallery/e07_e12/images/E11/E1100360.ht
ml 

This shows more of the opposite side of the valley and some other 
possible Faces. Finally the main Crowned Face was reimaged again by 
HiRise in two photos almost identical, one shown here: 

http://www.uahirise.org/ESP_018223_1830 

These two photos show far more detail of the Kingõs Valley and the 
Crowned Face, arguably increasing the credibility of most of the 
anomalies there, they will be analysed later in the book.  

 

Figure 4 

The HiRise camera is far more powerful than the Mars orbital Cameral, this enables 
much more details of these anomalies to be analysed. As will be shown, the results in 
the Kingõs Valley are quite remarkable.  

http://www.msss.com/moc_gallery/ab1_m04/images/M0303483.html
http://www.msss.com/moc_gallery/e07_e12/images/E11/E1100360.html
http://www.uahirise.org/
http://www.uahirise.org/ESP_018223_1830
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Chapter Two 

 

A theory of  artificiality 

 

The data so far is pointing towards a consistent theory of these anomalies, 
this will be fully explained over a series of future books but the basics can 
be outlined here. The most likely time frame for this alien visitation or 
evolved Martians is over a billion years ago. The reason for this early date 
is the Argyre impactxxxii, a large meteor which hit Mars. This impact may 
have been done deliberately by alien visitors to warm up the planet, 
otherwise a random meteor impact may have caused a chain of events 
that warmed Mars for long enough to help sentient life to evolve there. 
Some uncertainty exists as to the actual date of this impact because if 
natural then it should have occurred in the Late Heavy Bombardment in 
the formation of the solar system several billion years ago, but there is no 
reason why it could not have happened later. If the impact was caused by 
aliens to terraform Mars then it might have happened much later than the 
early bombardment but it is no doubt far more ancient than our own 
civilization and probably predates any complex life on our own planet. I 
use the time of a billion years ago not to try and pinpoint any particular 
time accurately but to emphasize it was in the very remote past. It is 
probably impossible to work out how old these artifacts are, assuming 
some are artificial, until we eventually colonize Mars.  

The reason this impact is interesting from the point of view of 
terraforming is that it may have been a shallow impact that hit the South 
Pole at the time, i.e. it came in at a very low angle rather than from 
directly overhead. This theory is more fully explained in the Appendix 
with a chapter called a History of Mars. It outlines the geological evidence 
for this being a shallow impact and how the shock waves would have 
warmed the planet by causing extensive volcanism and the subsequent 
moving of the Poles. Later in the book I discuss how this impact could be 
worth trying to emulate to terraform Mars. This is worth investigating 
even if the impact was a coincidence because of the effects it may have 
produced.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Late_Heavy_Bombardment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcanism
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It would be logical to terraform a planet with meteor impacts, the same 
idea has been studied by the Mars Societyxxxiii and in science fiction books. 
The idea is the impact produces heat which warms up the planet, in a 
shallow impact the shock wave moves for longer on the surface and this 
heats up much more of the surface to radiate heat into the atmosphere 
rather than just below ground. It also causes more fractures in the surface 
to allow volcanic magma to come up and form volcanoes such as Tharsis  
and Elysium Mons. Heat from underground also comes up to the surface 
heating the atmosphere, along with outgassing thickening the air with 
CO2 and sulfurous gasses. The longer this heat is concentrated on the 
Poles the more it prevents the air and water immediately refreezing back 
there, so aiming meteors at the poles would heat more of the frozen water 
and CO2. When the water ran off from the Poles it created a sea in the 
Northern Lowlands, this however needed a sufficient air pressure to stay 
as liquid water, a situation nearly impossiblexxxiv currently on Mars. The 
idea then is the additional CO2 sublimated from the Poles thickens the 
atmosphere and stops the water in the seas from returning too quickly to 
the Poles. These seas would then create clouds, rain, snow, etc. which 
would be necessary for life to take root. Currently on Mars the air 
pressure is too low for liquid water to exist except fleetingly, this is a 
result of the triple point of water where with low enough air pressure it 
sublimates or boils directly into water vapor from ice without ever 
becoming water. So the additional air pressure from melting the CO2 at 
the Poles can allow more liquid water to survive on Mars. 

This life introduced for terraforming would be tailored for such a harsh 
environment, the Mars Society and NASA have already considered doing 
the same to terraform Marsxxxv. The most likely source for this life would 
be from the alien home world; it may be that life from there was seeded 
onto Mars and the Earth. When the colony failed over a long period of 
time this life evolved, perhaps also because it was engineered to evolve 
more quickly, and eventually it produced animals and humans that look 
something like the Faces of the aliens. Because they also evolved from the 
same kind of basic life it is only necessary for this to produce animals with 
two eyes, a nose and a mouth like Earth animals for there to be a 
resemblance between the Faces and ourselves. Life elsewhere in the galaxy 
may also look similar to us because ours is extensively based on a simple 
mathematical sequence called Fibonacci numbers. These form for 
example the tree like shape of blood vessels in animal bodies, internal 
organs can look like plants such as cauliflowers looking like brains and 
kidneys shaped like beans. The dimensions of a face have been shown to 
relate to the Golden Mean and Fibonacci numbers, Leonardo da Vince 
used this in his paintings. If alien plant life also evolves based on 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shock_wave
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tharsis_Montes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elysium_Mons
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outgassing#Outgassing_from_rock
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sublimation_%28phase_transition%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triple_point
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Fibonacci numbers such as with roots and branches in plants then this 
may transfer to animals and lead to alien humanoids that look like us.  

Of course there is no way to know if alien life was seeded on Mars and we 
evolved from it, but it shows there are plausible explanations for our 
resemblance to the Martian Faces. A good example of terraforming is the 
Mars trilogy science fiction books by Kim Stanley Robinson, one of the 
founders of the Mars Society where Mars is seeded with life. It is 
necessary for life to convert the CO2 atmosphere to more Oxygen 
because while CO2 will freeze in tiny amounts on our own Poles because 
of its relatively high freezing point, Oxygen freezes at a much lower 
temperature than would occur on Mars. If the air pressure is low on Mars 
however this reduces the amount of CO2 that will freeze even below its 
own freezing temperaturexxxvi. The race would then be on to stabilize the 
atmosphere to retain heat before the effects from the impact and 
volcanoes wore off and caused Mars to freeze up again, initially however 
the high amounts of CO2 in the atmosphere should give a greenhouse 
effect.  The theory here is that aliens may have done all this with meteors 
long ago to either try to colonize Mars or create enough atmosphere and 
heat for a short stay. Technically this would be much easier to do to Mars 
than the technology involved in travelling here from another star, the 
question is whether the impacts of Argyre and Hellas, and perhaps Isidis 
and Chryse could have successfully terraformed Mars. There may also 
have been more water and air available on Mars then to work with, much 
has been lost because of the solar wind and a lack of a magnetic fieldxxxvii.    

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kim_Stanley_Robinson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenhouse_effect
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenhouse_effect
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isidis_Planitia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chryse_Planitia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_wind
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Figure 1 

This is a section of the Martian surface. Argyre Planitia is seen on the bottom right, 
this was the impact crater. If it was a glancing impact then the shock wave would travel 
along the surface towards H , the heat from this would have created fractures in the 
ground such as Valles Marineris at G and caused volcanism to raise this area. The 
darker areas in the center denote a higher elevation and as can be seen the 4 large 
mountains at A, B, and C namely Olympus Mons and the three Tharsis Montes 
volcanoes line up with this crater. At I there would have formed a channel for water 
melting on the pole to flow outwards as well as through J, K, and L into Chryse 
Planitia.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argyre_planitia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valles_Marineris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcanism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olympus_mons
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tharsis_Montes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chryse_planitia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chryse_planitia
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Figure 2 

Argyre Planitia, the impact crater is shown again towards the bottom right. The darker 
areas are drierxxxviii, they contain less water ice than the lighter areas while the dark 
area at the bottom is ice associated with the current South Pole. The image was 
originally color but needed to be converted to grey scale for this book, the link above 
takes you to the color image of this. The dark areas give an impression of radiating out 
from the crater towards the Tharsis volcanoes which can be seen in the top left. This 
would be caused by the shock wave heating the surface and creating the rifts and 
mountains shown. It can also be seen how these dry areas are on one side of the crater 
implying this shallow impact. By calculating the angle of this dark area radiating out 
from Argyre the approximate angle of impact could be estimated. We could do the same 
thing by aiming a meteor like this at the current North Pole of Mars letting the ice 
there melt and fill the Northern Lowlands, where the former Martian sea existed. At 
the same time this would sublimate much of the CO2 frozen at the Poles and give 
Mars a temporary increase in air pressure. 

To get all these benefits from a single impact would be a good result for 
these aliens, they would just have to nudge a large rock from the Asteroid 
Belt into a collision course with the Martian South Pole to give a glancing 
impact then wait for the planet wide effects like storms and Mars quakes 
to settle down enough to not be dangerous.  This Pole was just to the 
East of Tharsis Montes at the time though of course these mountains did 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sublimation_%28phase_transition%29
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not exist as they would have been created by the impact. The heat from 
the impact melts the ice and CO2 at the South Pole and antipodal 
volcanism created another three volcanoes Elysium Mons, Hecates 
Tholus, and Albor Tholus next to the North Pole to heat up the ice and 
CO2 there. The Argyre impact would then produce polar wander, where 
the Pole moves to a different position because Mars would become 
unbalanced as large amounts of mass form on the Poles as these 
volcanoes grew. The Poles then tend to move so these volcanoes end up 
on the equator because of the centrifugal force, this causes water to be 
spread over large areas of Mars as the Pole melts when it moves over a 
warmer surface. The ice left behind is moved to lower latitudes because 
the Pole moves away from it and so it melts forming water runoffs, 
floods, rivers, rain, etc. A shallow meteor impact on one Pole combined 
with antipodal volcanism creating three other volcanoes on the opposite 
pole is a nearly ideal way to heat up Mars, the polar wander then is a good 
way to spread the water widely across it. Much of this water would go 
underground into an artesian system or freeze rather than return to the 
poles as rain or snow so if the temperature stays high long enough then 
higher oxygen levels could allow plants to survive and continue to 
terraform Mars. While there is no way of knowing for sure whether 
visiting aliens created this sequence of events it holds promise for our 
own efforts to terraform the planet. If we could duplicate these events 
with well-aimed meteor impacts then it may dramatically shorten the time 
it takes to make Mars habitable. More is explained on this later. 

One problem with this idea is we donõt know how long this terraforming 
would take, and hence whether the time scales involved would be practical 
for aliens. If they were colonizing Mars then presumably they having 
come all they to our solar system would be able to wait for however long 
it required. It is unlikely someone could come from another star with 
people being awake constantly so the likely alternatives to this are 
suspended animation or the colonists, flora and fauna would be frozen as 
seeds as the equivalent of our eggs and sperm to germinate in artificial 
incubators. It may have taken Mars hundreds of years or even thousands 
of years to settle down enough to colonize directly, we have no way of 
knowing this. Presumably the polar wander would take place over a long 
period of time, likely longer by millions of years than a probe or 
prospective colonists would be prepared to wait around but this polar 
wander could be occurring while they were actually on the ground with 
little effect on them.  The other possibilities are that indigenous Martians 
evolved and there were no visiting aliens, or there were both, i.e. aliens 
visited indigenous Martians. In the case of Martians evolving this may 
have been accelerated by a chance shallow impact at Argyre and the 

http://adsabs.harvard.edu/full/1978LPI.....9..885P
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/full/1978LPI.....9..885P
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http://www.lpi.usra.edu/meetings/lpsc97/pdf/1014.PDF
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suspended_animation
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resulting warm period on Mars allowed life there to rise to the level of 
sentience before becoming extinct when the planet cooled as the heat 
from the volcanoes ran out.  

This also implies that the colonization lasted a long time, but this seems 
less likely because a colony that survived a million years for example 
should have left vast traces of its existence. For example our Earth 
civilization is arguably less than ten thousand years old and we have 
radically altered the planet in that time. It may be then that this polar 
wander occurred quickly or these aliens observed Mars from their home 
world as appearing more habitable after the Argyre impact and decided to 
come here after seeing this, much as we are now trying to do with extra 
solar planets by seeing if they are in a habitable zone and what their 
atmospheres are like. Aliens may have seen Mars on the edge of a 
habitable zone with a CO2 atmosphere and decided to come here to visit 
or colonize Mars or other planetsxxxix of our solar system. 

One problem with the polar wander theory is that the various anomalies 
found on Mars tend to be clustered around a great circle which may have 
been their Martian equator. If so then the Poles would have wandered a 
great distance according to the polar wander scenario, this would make it 
more likely the aliens came after the polar wander and Argyre impact had 
happened, that a first visit by a robot probe or other kind of ship started 
the terraforming and then a colony ship came much later, or a colony only 
built these formations after being on Mars for a long time. These 15 
formations I believe may be artificial tend to cluster in a nonrandom 
pattern in a mainly temperate like zone near an old Martian equator. This 
was first noticed by the deceased Tom van Flandern who saw that the 
Cydonia Face was on the equator of a former Martian Pole position near 
the Hellas impact crater, but this Pole in the wander pathxl would only 
occur as a last stage before the current Pole position and far from its 
original position prior to the Argyre impact. He also noticed that the face 
was aligned at right angles approximately to this equator.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extrasolar_planet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extrasolar_planet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Habitable_zone
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Figure 3 

The white line represents an approximate equator with a South Pole east of the impact 
crater Hellas. 
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Figure 4   

This is the famous Face on Mars though there are many Faces since found there.  If 
artificial it is highly eroded which means it must be very old because the thin Martian 
atmosphere erodes rocks very slowly.  

Since then some other well-known possible artifacts have been found to 
be nearly precisely on this equator, namely the Crowned Face and 
Nefertiti shown in the illustrations below. 
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Figure 5 

This is the Crowned Face. The area around this formation is the main focus of this 
book; the other 14 anomalous sites will be discussed in depth in future books. 
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Figure 6 

Nefertiti (found by J. P. Levasseur of SPSR) looks like a womanõs head looking to the 
right. She appears to be wearing a hat like the famous Nefertiti sculpture hence the 
name. It is likely this is far older than ancient Egypt however; probably it was 
constructed well before there was any substantial life on Earth. The shape of the hat is 
not necessarily a coincidence; nearly every kind of hat shape has been used on Earth at 
one time so any hat covering on these Faces will likely resemble one of them. 

Most of the other anomalies are near this equator giving rise to the theory 
that the Martian climate was still cold and near the equator was the most 
habitable area. They are also at close to the same elevation which is not 
unlikely considered Mars is so flat but most are either on the edge of a 
former sea or on islands in it. This can be seen for example in Figure 7 
below where the dark area represents a low elevation that may have been 
filled by a mixture of water and mainly ice.  

http://www.msss.com/moc_gallery/ab1_m04/images/M0305549.html
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Figure 7  

This shows three of these formations called the Angel, the Crater Face and the 
Crowned Face. As can be seen they appear to be on the edge of a dark depression which 
would have contained water in the pastxli though it is not possible to be sure they were 
on the edge of this sea or just near it. If they did turn out to be very close to the shoreline 
this would be a testable prediction as the sea would be a likely place for cities to be built 
near. The Angel formation and the Crater Face will be analyzed in an upcoming book 
while the Crowned Face is analyzed here. The lines are drawn between 15 anomalous 
formations to determine if there is any mathematical significance to their positions. 
There need not be, hypothetical builders might have located them near natural resources 
for example but there are some mathematically improbable aspects to their positions. 
For example all of them appear on degenerate triangles, i.e. where three formations are 
in a line so that a straight line can be drawn through them. Others appear to be at 
right angles to each other. Because of the complexity of the mathematics this will be 
examined in a later book.  

From our own experience we might expect that hypothetical alien 
colonists or evolved Martians preferred to live near a sea, most of the 
Earthõs inhabitants live near an ocean or river. This water may have been 
used for irrigation if rain was uncommon or perhaps because life would 
survive more easily in water because of radiation so fishing was a major 
source of food. They might also have been amphibious, having evolved 
underwater and in the case of indigenous Martians only recently having 
moved onto the land similar to how we evolved. Forms of seaweed would 
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also be more protected from radiation so it might have been a source of 
food. There is also some evidence of someone having created dams on 
the edges of craters to collect water; we still see water leaking out of the 
sides of craters and ravines on Mars todayxlii. An artesian basinxliii would 
have formed as liquid water seeped into the soil and this would tend to 
leak out of the sides of craters and other depressionsxliv. Other indications 
are that some craters could have been modified to hold water from a dam 
presumably to catch rain, or they could be constructed dams that look to 
us like craters but without the normal rounded shape and inclined crater 
walls. 

 

Figure 8 

This shows three possible dams in a crater near Cydonia perhaps made to catch water. 
It is unlikely these are natural because they donõt generally form where water ravines 
occur in craters elsewhere on Mars. More of these possible dams will be analyzed in an 
upcoming book. 
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Figure 9  

This shows a crater near the Angel formation that appears to have been altered away 
from its natural shape. This should be impossible to occur from the impact of a 
meteorxlv because the shock wave doesnõt smooth out the crater walls or make an 
asymmetric shape. Half the crater is smooth with thinner walls and the other half much 
rougher with thicker walls, also the floor of the crater is flat rather than concave. It may 
have been altered to make a reservoir assuming rain was falling on Mars then. This 
will be more fully explained in an upcoming book. 

Mars has a disadvantage for terraforming in that it has a weak magnetic 
fieldxlvi to protect it from the solar windxlvii so even with this terraforming 
creating a thicker atmosphere the radiation would tend to be hazardous 
for most lifexlviii.  Living things such as small animals like tardigradesxlix 
and plants such as algael in the ocean formed after the Argyre impact 
might survive but general life would tend to stay underground, live in 
water or under ice and snow coming to the surface for short periods 
during the day to avoid this radiation. It is hard to imagine indigenous life 
evolving sentience on Mars but if it did then it probably lived 
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underground avoiding the radiation. The atmosphere may have been 
thicker then and Oxygen would tend to form Ozone which also protects 
life against ultra violet radiation. If so then we might find more evidence 
of habitation in caves and some formations which appear natural may be 
hollow, the signs of amphibious or underground life might be next to 
impossible to find without a manned expedition. The same might be for 
visiting aliens, it is logical and efficient to live underground or put large 
amounts of rock and earthli between living humanoids and the sunõs 
radiation. This is our own plan for colonizing Mars. 

 

Figure 10 

This shows possibly hollow structures in image SP240503. The hill on the bottom left 
has three openings in it which indicates they are caves or the whole hill is hollow. Since 
the other hills are odd geometric shapes they may be an example of ancient 
constructions, there are many of these left on Mars in various states of collapse. These 
will be more fully analyzed in an upcoming book. 

The Hellas impact may have been another attempt at terraforming, either 
to reheat Mars for established colonies or aliens may have arrived with the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ozone_layer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultraviolet_light
http://www.msss.com/moc_gallery/ab1_m04/images/SP240503.html
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Pole in this area and caused this impact. The impact would have been at a 
shallow angle like Argyre, this can be seen from the elliptical shapelii of the 
crater below. By aiming the shock wave at the South Pole at the time this 
would have melted more ice and CO2 to warm the planet, create rain and 
refill the Northern Lowlands with water. It may also be unrelated to 
terraforming though the impact being close to the Pole points to a 
possible connection. This Pole is consistent with the faces found on the 
Great Circle, perhaps a former Martian Equator. Assuming then the Pole 
was related to this equator then this Hellas impact would have melted the 
Pole water and CO2 as described. The impact might also have killed off 
the colonists or indigenous Martians by the strength of its impact. 

 

Figure 11 

This is Hellas Planitia, a large meteor impact crater. The anomalous formations are 
clustered around an equator which has a Pole near here, just like Argyre crater is near 
a former Pole position. More on this can be read in the Appendix with the History of 
Mars.  

There are many similarities in these formations which suggest a common 
style of building, for example some have mounds around them in angles 
that are consistent with surveying in a primitive way. The builders might 
have lined up formations by building mounds of rocks and taking 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_circle
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measurements on them to create the needed angles much as a surveyor 
would in Ancient Egypt, in the Roman Empire or even today. To line up 
these mounds two would be built and then a man would move  to a 
position so that he was directly in a line with the first two mounds and 
then a third mound built there, this is basically how the Romans built 
straight roads in Britainliii. To build a large monument like a Face these 
mounds could be formed in different angles so surveyors on the 
construction could tell if their work was anatomically correct compared to 
a scale model. By placing these mounds around the formation such as 
appear around the Cydonia Face then any position on it could be 
measured by the angle to these mounds, the angle of the sun using a 
plumb bob over a position and perhaps weak remnants of a magnetic field 
may have been enough to swing a compass needle.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plumb-bob
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Figure 12 

These mounds are close to the Cydonia Face and contain complex mathematical 
patterns, whether by chance or design. 
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Figure 13 

Here an almost symmetrical arrow shape containing right angles pointing to the 
Cydonia Face is shown by drawing lines between the mounds. Cydonia will be analyzed 
comprehensively in an upcoming book. 

This level of technology seems very primitive compared to that available 
from aliens able to traverse the distances from another star, it may point 
to an indigenous race of Martians no matter how unlikely this appears. If 
so then we would expect to find primitive artifacts there similar to what 
we might excavate from Ancient Egypt such as pottery and primitive 
language records in stone or clay. It is unlikely any kind of cloth or paper 
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would survive but in a dry area underground without much air it is hard to 
estimate. One example of how dryness can enable preservation was in the 
City of the Sharp Nosed Fish but of course this is just a couple of 
thousand years not hundreds of millions of years or more. The lack of 
erosion on many parts of the Crowned Face argues for a significant 
amount of artifacts to be found, for example the eyes of this Face are still 
clearly visible despite abundant evidence of their age compared with faults 
in the area. Parts of the Faces that fell off would be valuable artifacts 
because they might be able to be put back on the Faces; they might also 
have designs or paint on them from the original preserved by being buried 
under dust.  These geological signs of their antiquity will be explained in 
an upcoming book.   

It may be the mounds such as in Figure 13 were left to increase the 
chances the formations would be recognized as artificial for as long as 
possible or they may also have some symbolic purpose. They also 
represent a problem in that these mounds have not eroded away around 
the Cydonia Face and yet the Face itself must be highly eroded to be 
plausibly artificial. It may be that the Face was made of more perishable 
materials such as being shaped by mud or clay in an outer layer while the 
mounds are piles of rocks which are more resistant to erosion. Such 
questions are difficult to answer with improved imagery, perhaps different 
materials on the Face might be detectible from space but the top layers of 
the Face might have been washed away. For example there may have been 
tsunamis in the area after a meteor impact which damaged the Face; it was 
probably just above the water in the Northern Sea. This might have 
washed away the added on materials which would prove artificiality or 
perhaps covered it with a layer of mud or dust that conceals them, in 
either case a manned expedition with all its expense might be needed to 
resolve the question. The mounds might also have been intended to 
represent constellations in the sky or have measured the seasons like our 
Stonehenge; this is something our ancestors did so it is plausible 
indigenous Martians might have done the same. The mound patterns 
would be unlikely to match star positions today because the positions of 
the stars would have shifted radically over hundreds of millions of years 
or moreliv.  We might never know for sure if they were intended to 
represent constellations. 

Other formations are notable by their absence on Mars; we see little 
evidence of roads and quarries to get the rock and soil necessary to build 
these artifacts. This may imply underground tunnels were used to get 
around without exposing themselves to radiation but is nonetheless 
suspect for the whole concept of artificiality generally. That is, the idea 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxyrhynchus
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that Faces and ruins on Mars might be built with little evidence of 
quarrying and transporting of materials implies they are in fact just natural 
structures, unless they were much tidier than construction on Earth. One 
possibility is that the ground was usually covered with ice and roads built 
on this ice naturally disappeared. Hypothetical aliens could move these 
materials using advanced technology but then it begs the question of why 
they were building primitive structures like Faces. A quarry by its nature 
would be of softer materials and might get washed away or covered in 
floods but the carving of large blocks of stone to build these Faces like 
the Sphinx or the Pyramids should leave clear evidence of quarries with 
the resolution of the photos we have. It may also simply be that the 
builders were tidy and didnõt want a quarry or roads to spoil the visual 
artistry of the Faces.  

One reason for this lack of cities and infrastructure could be the flag and 
footprints theory of visitation, that aliens visited Mars but did not 
colonize it for long if at all. They just marked it with records of their visit 
to show their home world and other people that evolved here later or also 
visited our solar system. Faces like this might indicate for example that 
this solar system was owned by a particular race or Empire; these Faces 
would last much longer than any electronically based beacons. It might 
also indicate the planet had been roughly terraformed perhaps along with 
our own, seeded with life, and then they moved on. An artificially 
intelligent probe might be capable of doing this construction, 
terraforming, and then sending information back to a nearby star of its 
progress. For example they might use laser light to give a message of its 
progress and prospects for colonization, we may have picked up signs of 
signals from another world using laserslv. This would explain the lack of 
signs of colonization we would expect with the level of technology to 
build these formations, just enough to thoroughly mark the planet as 
having been claimed. 

If so then we might expect to find signs of this claiming when we 
colonize Mars ourselves, an Empire bold enough to publically claim a 
solar system should leave enough clues as to who they were, where they 
came from, and their standing to make such a claim. Otherwise a claim 
would be impossible to verify, but a flag and footprints style claim might 
not give much information about who these aliens were. It is likely any 
hypothetical aliens would be afraid to leave signs of their location on a 
distant world to last for millions of years unless they were powerful 
enough to protect themselves against who was likely to find it. That begs 
the question though of why someone so powerful would not leave more 
signs of their visit, perhaps because terraforming and colonization is much 
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harder than we can imagine in our position.  Another possibility is that 
these formations are intended only for us, to be a sign for us to visit these 
formations and learn something, such as that our world was seeded with 
life by them, that there is or was a star Empire we might come in contact 
with, as bait to make us show our presence to someone, as a warning not 
to go outside our solar system, etc. In that case they need not be built to a 
high standard, just be good enough to arouse our curiosity enough to go 
and look. A hypothetical builder might have considered the possibility 
that we would initially discount them as being artificial but calculate that 
eventually we would colonize Mars and hardly be able to avoid 
investigating these areas. It may also be they could not conceive of our 
being so skeptical about their handiwork, and so did not see the point in 
making them more convincing from space. 

Another paradox is our being able to recognize some of these formations 
as Faces and ruins; this implies a similarity to our own experiences what 
arguably should not be happening if aliens or indigenous Martians could 
evolve any kind of random appearance. For example there might be hills 
on Mars that appear natural to us but represent faces of aliens too unusual 
for us to recognize as possible life forms. Faces on Mars look similar to 
our own, this is highly suspicious and many authors have rightly pointed 
out this implies the human tendency to see faces in inanimate objects like 
clouds and rockslvi and so these faces must be natural. However this 
coincidence might make a face on Mars be less likely to be artificial based 
on mere appearance, but it does not affect objects that can be falsified as 
not possible to form naturally. For example if a face or other formation 
cannot be formed by natural geological processes for some reason then it 
proves artificiality but trying to make a case based on a subjective 
impression of what they look like is probably doomed to failure.  It does 
make it more important to look for falsifiability rather than just relying on 
a subjective impression of a humanoid Face though this kind of evidence 
is the most compelling. As said earlier, the humanoid Faces could have a 
natural explanation if aliens seeded Mars and Earth with their own DNA, 
this might evolve to have creatures with faces that have two eyes a nose 
and mouth. It is plausible that our DNA did evolve this way because 
nearly all animals, even fish have two eyes, a nose, and a mouth on a head 
in approximately the same positions relative to each other. To say that 
faces on Mars might be just as likely to have three eyes as two ignores the 
fact that no animals on Earth evolved with three eyes even though it 
would seem to confer an evolutionary advantage. There may be reasons 
why animals on nearly any world would evolve faces vaguely similar to 
our own; at least it is not evidence against artificiality that these Faces look 
somewhat like us. It is also important to realize that these faces appear 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falsifiability
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humanoid to us but they are also just as likely to be animal like, there are 
thousands of Earth species with similar facial features to the Crowned 
Face such as squirrels or bats for example. We tend to discard these 
because the nose of most animals is different from a human nose, but 
such aliens might look vastly different to us but just have an animal face 
with a similar nose. Another aspect is the recurring motif of a split or pair 
of Faces sharing one eye and with two nose and two mouths, this might 
be the real face of these aliens and we change this with our 
preconceptions to two faces. We have no real evidence that primitive 
DNA from hundreds of millions of years ago would evolve into 
humanoid looking creatures all over again, except the somewhat circular 
argument that is explains the similarity between the faces on Mars and 
ourselves, but we also donõt know that it wouldnõt.  

Another interesting part of this puzzle is the Spaceman image which will 
be discussed more fully in an upcoming book.   

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circular_reasoning
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circular_reasoning
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Figure 14  

The spaceman formation has a more alien face but appears to interact with a humanoid 
face nearby. The two spaceman formations, very similar to each other, will be analyzed 
in an upcoming book. This face has also evoked skepticism presumably because it was 
not humanoid enough, while the Crowned Face is criticized because it is too humanoid 
looking. 

This alien is more reassuring to some as it has only a single nostril and no 
protruding nose but it appears alien and artificial. It also appears on what 
would have been an island near the old equator so this ties it in with the 
possible terraforming of Mars, or perhaps aliens visited and met or even 
wiped out these indigenous Martians. The Spaceman creature reaching his 
hand out to a bowed humanoid implies a partnership of races which in 
turn implies one race visiting another inhabited planet, making an alliance 
or slaves, then travelling to a third solar system namely our own. One 
problem with this hypothesis is the distances involved for aliens to be 
doing this, it implies faster than light travel is possible in which case we 
should have vastly more evidence of other alien races dropping in on us. 
The long distances between stars should preclude one representative of a 
race meeting another for the sheer cost of such an expedition. If such 
events do occur then they conflict with the information we receive from 
SETI, that there are no communications we can detect from other stars. 
So there is a conflict between the apparent lack of technology in Martian 
anomalies compared with the ability to travel between the stars, this is 
even more problematic with this idea of aliens visiting each other and 
then coming here. It implies a star Empire of different races colonizing 
and terraforming worlds like Mars, but then disappearing long ago 
without a trace except for on Mars. It also implies that a hypothetical alien 
can get on a spaceship and stay alive long enough to travel to another star, 
provide themselves with food and air in the meantime, or if in suspended 
animation be able to propel a spaceship fast enough to do this. According 
to our best understanding this is all but impossible to do because of the 
huge amounts of power required, the possibility of hitting grains of dust 
at light speed would destroy any ship we could imagine, and the journey 
to another star would likely be longer than any lifespan of a creature we 
would compare to. If they are so different as to live long enough to travel 
between the stars, then why do they look like us at all? Another 
possibility, other than the simple one of the Spaceman being a natural 
formation, is that the humanoid face was a genetically engineered creature 
made for colonizing Mars that died out but somehow DNA from this 
came to Earth and evolved to form humanoids namely ourselves like this 
human carving on Mars. An additional problem is there are two 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Faster-than-light_travel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SETI
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Spacemen formations in different locations quite similar to  each other, 
one might have a coincidental likeness to a face but Mars should not be 
randomly making faces that look like each other. This would be like seeing 
the same face appear in a cloud more than once. The evidence on Mars is 
consistent with a few interpretations but they raise more questions than 
they answer. 

The other problem that arises is the similarity to primitive Earth like 
societies to these hypothetical Martian ruins, which implies theories 
similar to Von Daniken and Zecariah Sitchin. However if these 
formations are as old as they appear then they could not possibly be 
related to ancient civilizations on Earth unless aliens were visiting our 
solar system for perhaps a billion years. They should then have left more 
traces than some formations on Mars unless there is a kind of Prime 
Directive about contacting us, but then why leave faces on Mars at all?  
We shall see in an upcoming book some possible artifacts on the Moon 
which seem to reveal too much for an alien race so keen to hide their 
visits. Having such formations on Mars and the Moon implies a 
spacefaring civilization which rules out the indigenous Martian theory 
because if Martians evolved highly enough to get off Mars then there 
should be much more evidence of this evolving civilization in their ruins.  
More likely any humanoid face with some kind of ornaments would have 
looked like a particular race on Earth because there is so much diversity in 
cultural art. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Von_Daniken
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zechariah_Sitchin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Directive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Directive
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Figure 15 

Akhenaten has a similar nose and eyes; there is also a crown but few Egyptian 
characteristics on the Crowned Face. 

The resemblance of the Crowned Face to Akhenaten is notable, as 
analyzed in an upcoming book, even more so by the resemblance of the 
Nefertiti formation to the real life Nefertiti with the same kind of hat in 


